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REQUIRED TEXTS

Reason and Responsibility, 14th edition, edited by Russ Shafer-Landau and Joel Finberg (abbreviated R&R)
An earlier edition of Reason and Responsibility will not have all of the required reading.
*Additional readings will be available on Angel. These are indicated on the syllabus.
INTRODUCTION

This class introduces some main topics of philosophy and the methods that philosophers employ in exploring these topics. It will give you some acquaintance with the kinds of questions philosophers are interested in, how they try to answer them, and how they try to justify or defend the answers they give. For each topic, we will be reading papers written by philosophers who disagree with one another. For each reading our job is to: (1) get clear on the position that is being defended, (2) understand the arguments for that position, and (3) evaluate those arguments. Of course we won’t be settling the answers to these difficult questions once and for all, but rather we will get a clearer understanding of the debate that surrounds the issues. Some of the issues you have no doubt thought some about and probably have views on. Given that this is a discussion oriented class, you will have plenty of opportunity to raise questions about the material, voice objections to the positions that we are examining, and offer arguments of your own in favor of other positions.

Synopsis:
The course is divided into the following 4 topics:

Freewill and determinism - Given that we live in a world that seems to be governed by strict and exceptionless causal laws of nature, what room is there for what we call human free choice?  If determinism is true is it inappropriate to hold people responsible for their actions?

The Mind - What is the nature of the mental?  Is our mind just identical to our brain or is the mind something that isn't even physical? What makes us the same person across time and change?  Both one's body and personality have changed significantly since childhood, so in what sense am I the same person who remembers my sixth birthday party?  Is it possible for a person to survive the death of their body?     
Ethics - What is it that makes some actions right and other actions wrong?  Is there such a thing as an objective, universal criterion of rightness or are the standards of morality in some sense relative?  Do we have a moral obligation to do much more than many of us are now doing to help relieve the pain and suffering of starving people who live in far away places?  

God’s existence - Are there good reasons for thinking that an all good, all powerful, all knowing creator of the universe exists?  Is there something logically inconsistent about attributing all three of these traits to one being?  Does the existence of evil raise doubts about God's existence or is the existence of evil compatible with God's nature? 

COURSE AIMS

In addition to thinking critically about the issues stated above, another aim of this course is to help you learn to write and reason in a philosophical way. Philosophy is largely about making arguments. Since this is a philosophy course you will also be required to explain other’s arguments and formulate your own. There are better and worse arguments for all of the issues we will be discussing. What is crucial to doing well in this course is not the particular position you take on an issue but rather how well you argue for it.

ANGEL
Elements of the course will require the use of Angel, an online course management system. Course information and resources, links to relevant web sites, assignments, and some required readings will be posted in Angel. ANGEL works with Macintosh, Windows, and other platforms and is accessible through almost any Internet browser. However, for best results the computer support staff recommend using Internet Explorer 5.0 or Netscape Navigator version 7.0 (or higher).

To access Angel proceed as follows:

1. go to URL http://angel.msu.edu
2. login according to the instructions provided

Please note: If you are connecting to the web from an off-campus site, you will need to setup your browser as a proxy server in order to access some of the readings on Angel (see below). Instructions on how to do this can be found at http://www.lib.msu.edu/proxy/.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Writing Assignments
You will write 3 papers over the course of the semester. The first will be the shortest (2 pages). The others will be longer (4 pages). See the schedule of reading/assignments for the due dates. I’ll be giving more instructions for the papers as the due dates approach. 

Attendance

Students are required to come to *every* class, with the text, prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that day. I will take attendance at every class. You can miss class *3* times, for whatever reason, without penalty. However, for every class you miss beyond three, your attendance grade will be docked .5. If you anticipate that regular attendance (meaning you typically miss more than three classes a semester) will be difficult for you, I suggest you find another course.

Participation/In-Class Assignments

I like my classes to be discussion orientated because dialogue is an absolutely crucial part of philosophy. Not only is it important to ask questions if you do not understand something, but you will find that your own ideas become much clearer if you attempt to verbalize them to others. It is also an opportunity to receive immediate feedback from your peers and me. So, please come to class prepared to ask/answer questions and to participate in class discussion. If it becomes apparent that students are not keeping up with the reading and so unable to participate effectively in class discussion, surprise quizzes will be given and included in your final participation grade. Also, I will on occasion give assignments to be completed during class time. These cannot be made up.
Group Presentations

I will divide you into groups of four. Once these assignments have been made (which will take place after the first week of class) your group will need to decide on a reading to present to the rest of the class. You can sign up for a presentation either by e-mailing me (freit@msu.edu) or letting me know before or after class which material you’d like to present. Presentations will be assigned on a “first come first serve” basis. Given that your presentation constitutes 20% of your grade, I hope you will take it very seriously and come and talk to me about what you intend to present on before hand. Typically, every member of your group will receive the same grade for your presentation. However, you will be asked to critique the contributions of each member of your group and this evaluation may influence someone’s final grade for this assignment. 
READING PHILOSOPHICAL MATERIAL
While the readings are not typically long, they are often difficult and will require reading more than once.  Reading philosophy is a bit different than reading for other classes. You will need to read slowly and with a critical eye. If you come across a passage that you don't understand (which will happen often) reread the passage slowly and out loud. Stop every now and then stop and think about what you are reading. Write comments and questions in the margins. Circle words that you don’t understand and look them up. Try to draw connections between one part of the text and another. Think about how the passage you are reading now connects up with the rest of the paper. Figure out what is being claimed and what argument or reasons the author is offering in support of the claim. Summarize the argument when you are done to see what you still don’t understand. Reflect on what the author is saying. Ask yourself whether or not you find the argument convincing and if you don't find it convincing, why not? Try to pinpoint the problem with the argument or the weakness in the author's reasoning.


GRADING AND EVALUATION
For grades that are given on a 100-pt. scale, below is the conversion table to the 4.0 scale. 



92-100% = 4.0


72-76% = 2.0




87-91% = 3.5


66-71% = 1.5




82-86% = 3.0


60-65% = 1.0




77-81% = 2.5


0-59% = 0.0

Grades for students taking the course for regular credit will be figured as follows:

1st Paper


15%

2nd Paper 


20%

3rd Paper  


25%

Presentation


20%



Attendance


10%


In-class Assignments

10%
Please note: You cannot receive a passing grade in the class if you do not complete all of the assignments.

CLASSROOM COURTESY

1.
We will be discussing difficult and controversial issues. A certain amount of disagreement is therefore expected.  Disagreement is one thing, however, disrespect quite another. Please refrain from personal attacks towards other students or the instructor. The trick is to disagree without becoming disagreeable.

2.
Please arrive to class on-time. If a pattern of coming late to class develops, the door will be closed and clocked promptly at 10:20am and remain closed until 11:40am.

3.
Early preparation for departure -- please refrain.  Every effort will be made to bring discussion to a close by 11:40am. If you must leave early please sit by a door.

4.
Class discussion is highly encouraged – but please talk to everyone or no one.

5.
Cell phones, beepers, beeping watches should be turned off before entering class.
6. 
No texting or surfing the internet during class. You may use your computer to take notes, if you wish, but if you use it for anything else during class you will not be allowed to bring it back.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. Any violations of university policies will be dealt with directly and severely. At a minimum, students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a 0 on the assignment in question. In cases of particularly egregious violations the instructor reserves the right to fail the student for the course. For information regarding university policies see the following websites:

· Integrity of Scholarship and Grades (http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/rule32.htm)

· General Student Regulations (http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/reg3.htm#1.00)

· What are MSU's policies regarding plagiarism? -- Office of the Ombudsam (http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html)

Reading and Assignment Schedule (This schedule is subject to change)

Jan. 9th (M): Introduction to Course and Philosophy 
I. Freedom and Responsibility

Jan. 11th (W): Freedom of the Will and Hard Determinism  

1. R&R - Peter Van Inwagen, “Freedom of the Will” 

2. *On Angel* - Richard Taylor, “Freedom and Determinism,” (only pp. 407-410 & 417-418)
3. R&R - Paul Holbach, “The Illusion of Free Will” 
Jan. 16th (M): No class – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Jan. 18th (W): Compatiblism
1. R&R - A. J. Ayer, “Freedom and Necessity” 
2. *On Angel* - Richard Taylor, “Freedom and Determinism,” (only pp. 410-413)
Jan. 23rd (M):  Libertarianism
1. *Available on Angel* - C. A. Campbell, “Has the Self ‘Free Will’?” 
2. *On Angel* - Richard Taylor, “Freedom and Determinism,” (only pp.413-417)

Jan. 25th (W): Freedom and Moral Responsibility
1. R&R - Harry Frankfurt, “Alternate Possibilities and Moral Responsibility”

Short Writing Assignment #1 Due
Jan. 30th (M): Responsibility and Sanity
R&R - Susan Wolf, “Sanity and the Metaphysics of Responsibility” 
II. Mind and Its Place In Nature
Feb. 1st (W): Nature of the Mind - Descartes
1. R&R - René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, “Synopsis of the 6 Following Meditations,” (pp. 182-184)

2. R&R - René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations I - II, (pp.184-191)

Feb. 6th (M): Descartes Continued
R&R - René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation III, (pp. 191-198)
Feb. 8th (W): Finish Descartes
R&R - René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations IV-VI, (pp. 198-213)
Feb. 13th (M): Materialism and Functionalism
1. R&R - Peter Carruthers, “The Mind is the Brain” 
2. R&R - Paul Churchland, “Functionalism and Eliminative Materialism”

Feb. 15th (W): Personal Identity

R&R - John Perry, “A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality” 
Feb. 20th (M): Finish Personal Identity
R&R - John Perry, “A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality”
III. Ethics
Feb. 22nd (W): Challenges to Morality - Psychological Egoism 

R&R - Joel Feinberg, “Psychological Egoism”
Writing Assignment #2 Due
Feb. 27th (M): Challenges to Morality - Relativism 
1. *On Angel* - James Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” 
2. R&R - Martha Nussbaum, “Judging Other Cultures: The Case of Genital Mutilation” 
Feb. 29th (W): Religion and Morality

1. R&R - Plato, “The Immoralist’s Challenge” 
2. *On Angel* - James Rachels, “Does Morality Depend on Religion?” 
March 5th – March 9th: No Class - Spring Break

March 12th (M): Standards of Right Conduct - Mill

R&R - John Stuart Mill, “Utilitarianism”
March 14th (W): Standards of Right Conduct - Kant

R&R - Immanuel Kant, “The Good Will and the Categorical Imperative” 
March 19th (M): Standards of Right Conduct - Ross
R&R - W.D. Ross, “What Makes Right Acts Right?”
IV. Ethical Issues
March 21st (W): Ethical Problems: Charity
R&R - Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality”
March 26th (M): Ethical Problems - Value of Human Life
 R&R - Peter Singer, “Unsanctifying Human Life”
March 28th (W): Ethical Problems - Abortion

R&R - Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion”
April 2nd (M): Ethical Problems - Abortion


*On Angel* - B. A. Brody, “The Morality of Abortion”
April 4th (W): Ethical Problems - Death Penalty


*On Angel* - Ernest Van Den Haag, “On Deterrence and the Death Penalty”
April 9th (M): Ethical Problems - Death Penalty

*On Angel* - Jeffrey H. Reiman, “Justice, Civilization, and the Death Penalty”
V. God

April 11th (W): The Argument from Design 


R&R - William Paley, “The Argument from Design” 

R&R - David Hume, “Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”
Writing Assignment #3 Due
April 16th (M): Cosmological Arguments


R&R - Samuel Clarke, “A Modern Formulation of the Cosmological Argument” 

R&R - William L. Rowe, “The Cosmological Argument” 

R&R - Thomas Aquinas, “The Five Ways”
April 18th (W): The Ontological Argument


R&R - Saint Anselm, “The Ontological Argument” 


R&R - William L. Rowe, “The Ontological Argument” 


R&R - Gaunilo, “On Behalf of the Fool”
April 23rd (M): Problem of Evil


R&R - J. L. Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence”
April 25th (W): Miracles

R&R - Simon Blackburn, “Miracles and Testimony”
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