Michigan State University

Philosophical Aspects of Feminism (PHL 356)

Fall 2011

Instructor: Shannon Burns Proctor

Meets: Monday and Wednesday, 10:20 – 12:00 pm (Room 208 OHB)

Office: 540 South Kedzie

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 12-2 at Espresso Royale Café (or by appointment)

Email: proctor3@msu.edu
Course Description:

The past three decades have entailed significant transformations in feminist theory and praxis. Whereas a majority of feminist theorizing prior to the 1980s focused on the achievement of liberal equality (e.g., issues of equal pay, equal protection under the law, equal opportunity, and reproductive freedom), both theory and practice have shifted toward what one might loosely call questions of difference (e.g., analyses of the various ways in which women are historically situated, challenges to the possibility of liberal equality and liberalism more generally, and even challenges to the use of the category woman given our disparate histories). In this course, we begin by situating this transformation in the context of reflections upon Enlightenment and modernity and then turn our attentions toward the particular ways in which feminist theorists have analyzed and critiqued notions of equality, freedom, progress, language and the body.  

Course Aims:
There are two central aims for this course: the first consists in the development of your philosophical (i.e., analytic and interpretative) skills while the second consists in the expansion of your knowledge of contemporary feminist theorizing. In terms of the first aim, we will work to improve your facility with the reading, writing, and discussion of complex philosophical concepts and arguments. As for the second, contemporary feminist readings will serve as the content for your philosophical development. 
Required Texts:
All readings for this course are available on Angel.

Our main text – Why Feminism Matters by Woodward and Woodward (2009, Palgrave Macmillan) – is available for purchase on the web. However, you will also locate a pdf version of this text on our Angel course page.

** Given that you are not purchasing texts for this class, I strongly recommend that you print copies of the readings for yourself so that you can mark them up as necessary.** 
Grading:

Final course grades will be calculated on the basis of the percentages below. 

Response Sheets 25%: Each student is responsible for turning in a total of five response sheets throughout the semester. You need to download the Response Sheet form from Angel and use that form to complete your assignment. This assignment has two components: 1) in your own words, summarize the central points from the last class period (in prose) and 2) offer at least two significant and philosophical questions in relation to these central points. 

IMPORTANT: You must have attended the entire class period for the day you summarize. Also, you must submit your response sheet in class or by email by the precise start of class for the class period immediately following the date you are summarizing (i.e., if you summarize a Wednesday class, it is due the following Monday at 10:20am - unless, say, that Monday’s class is cancelled). Make sure you understand these policies, as there will be no exceptions.
Concept Quizzes 25%: Concept quizzes are in-class writing assignments (typically without the use of your notes or texts) aimed at improving your comprehension of the course’s central ideas through writing. For example, I may, at the end of a class discussion on essentialism, put up a quotation concerning this concept and ask you to interpret the author. Alternately, I may simply ask you to define and explain through examples what is meant by essentialism. The quizzes will typically run 10 minutes.

IMPORTANT: You must be in class at the time of the concept quiz in order to take it. No matter if your absence is for illness, family emergency, or something less serious – you will not be able to make up these quizzes. However, your grade is based upon your top five scores and there will be at least 8 quizzes throughout the semester. This means if you take the first five and get all of the points, there is no need to keep taking them – and that if you miss or lose points on a quiz you have the opportunity to make up these points. *If you will miss class for an extended period of time, it is your responsibility to meet with me in person to discuss the possibility of writing a second paper to make up these quizzes. However, this option is at my discretion and will not be offered to students without very compelling reasons.

Both the Response Sheets and Concept quizzes will be scored in the following manner: 

· 0 points = not turned in, grossly off-topic, fails to adhere to policies set above

· 6 points = fails to demonstrate working knowledge of course materials and concepts

· 8 points = demonstrates good working knowledge of course materials and concepts

· 10 points = demonstrates excellent working knowledge of course materials and concepts, draws detailed connections among and between theorists, provides thoughtful and original responses and questions
Final Paper 50%: Students will be asked to write a 5-7 page philosophical paper on a central, yet specific, topic from the course. I will provide more detail as we near the middle of the semester (including topics, a grading rubric, the basics of philosophical writing, etc.).
Extra Credit:
There will be one extra credit assignment this semester. In order to get these points, you must attend a lecture by Prof. Sandra Harding (dates TBA), sign in with me at the talk, and then complete a short writing assignment (details forthcoming).
Attendance: 
There is no official attendance policy. However, it will be impossible to pass the course and/or complete assignments without consistent and participatory class attendance. Given this, students are expected to attend class regularly.
Email Policies: 

· Reasons you must email me: 1) there has been an emergency and you will be gone from class for more than one week, 2) you need to schedule an alternative office hour with me, and 3) to submit a response sheet if you will miss class. 

· Reasons you may email me: 1) you’ve come across an article, talk, etc. that you think nicely adds to course material, 2) you’d like to make sure that I will set aside office hour time specifically to meet with you (you are always welcome to just show up, but if you expect you’ll need a chunk of time, it is a good idea to let me know), and 3) if we have made a previous arrangement for me to read something you’ve written and send you brief feedback.

· Emails I will ignore: 1) notices that you will miss class – I do not need to know unless it will be for an extended period of time, 2) those stating you missed class and want to know what we discussed or if you “missed something,” 3) those in which you ask me to reproduce a lecture, 4) those in which you ask for an extension, extra credit, or other exceptional treatment, 5) those in which you ask me for information contained on Angel, in the syllabus, or class discussions, and 6) those in which you ask me to give you written feedback on an assignment without a previous arrangement. In other words, be polite, come to class, ask to talk in person if you’re struggling; or, realize that if you do not fulfill these, your responsibilities, it is unreasonable to turn around and ask for exceptional treatment.
Academic Integrity

In accordance with MSU’s policies on “Protection of Scholarship and Grades” and “Integrity of Scholarship and Grades,” students are expected to honor principles of truth and honesty in their academic work.  Academic honesty entails, among other things, that students will not plagiarize.  This means (1) students will not submit someone else’s work as their own (e.g. they will not submit another student’s paper etc., nor will they hand in a paper copied from the web or another published source).  Academic honesty also means students (2) will not knowingly permit another student to copy and submit their work as that student’s own and (3) will not use unacknowledged quotations or paraphrases as part of their work.  As provided by university policy, such academic dishonesty or plagiarism may be penalized by a failing grade on the assignment or for the course. Failure in a course as a result of academic dishonesty will also result in written notification to the student’s academic dean of the circumstances.  Additional discussion of cheating or academic dishonesty is available on the Ombudsman’s webpage at 

· https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html
Note to Students with Disabilities
It is Michigan State University’s policy to not discriminate against qualified students with documented disabilities in its educational programs.  If you have a disability-related need for accommodations in this course, contact your instructor and the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities.  The RCDP is located in 120 Bessey Hall.  For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY).  Instructors should be notified as early in the semester as possible.  The Center for Integrative Studies in Arts and Humanities will coordinate with RCPD to provide necessary accommodations for the final examination.   

Resources for Students

The Writing Center offers students an opportunity to meet with one-on-one with a consultant while they are engaged in the process of writing class papers and other documents. It also offers consulting on digital writing projects and a Grammar Hotline.  The Writing Center is located in 300 Bessey Hall. For information about appointments and satellite locations, see http://writing.msu.edu/.  

The ESL Writing Lab will assist international students with all aspects of their work in IAH 207, including understanding of course readings to be used in writing papers, planning and revising papers, and proofreading, See http://elc.msu.edu/writing_lab.htm for more information and instructions on making appointments.

The Learning Resource Center, located in 202 Bessey Hall, offers academic support seminars and workshops, consults with students about study and learning styles and time management, and provides one-on-one tutoring in such areas as critical reading. For a more detailed description of LRC services and hour, see http://www.msu.edu/user/lrc/. 

PHL 356, Tentative Course Schedule: 

All readings for this course are online at angel.msu.edu. As we move along it may become necessary to add or remove readings. Any changes to the schedule will be announced in class – be sure to connect with classmates in order to stay abreast of any changes made on days you miss.
Date

Readings (To be read for this class period)
W 8/31
Introduction to the course

Enlightenment, Modernity, Critique: The Historical Context and Future Directions
M 9/5

Class cancelled for Labor Day

W 9/7 

What is Enlightenment? (Kant and Foucault texts)
M 9/12

“Introduction,” Why Feminism Matters (pp. 1-11)
W 9/14
“Contemporary Voices,” WFM (pp. 12-34)
“I Said, She Said, We Said,” WFM (pp. 35-57)

M 9/19

“Feminism 2000” (Spivak)
W 9/21
“Feminist Futures” (Grosz) 
“Ontology and Equivocation” (Grosz)
Science, Technology, and the Question of Progress
M 9/26

“The Promise of Technoscience,” WFM (pp. 58-84)
W 9/28
“The Promise of Technoscience” cont’d. 

M 10/3

“A Socially Relevant Philosophy of Science” (Harding)
W 10/5
“Privatization and the New Age of Reprogenetics” (Roberts) 
M 10/10
“A Cyborg Manifesto” (Haraway – excerpt on Angel)
W 10/12
“A Cyborg Manifesto” cont’d.
M 10/17
Catch-up and review day
W 10/19
Writing Workshop – What is philosophical writing?
Examining Difference/s
M 10/24
“A Grown-up Politics of Difference,” WFM (pp. 85-110)
W 10/26
“What Other Are We Talking About?” (Irigaray)



“The Question of the Other” (Irigaray) 
M 10/31
“Beyond Unicentricity” (Boyce Davies) 

“Postmodern Blackness” (hooks)
W 11/2
“Thoughts on Lesbian Differences” (Cuomo)
“Where We Stand, Class Matters” (hooks)

M 11/7

Catch-up and review day
W 11/9
Paper assignment distributed and discussed

Language, Speech, Visibility and the Body
M 11/14
“Visibility and Invisibility, Silence, Absences,” WFM (pp. 111-135)
W 11/16
“The Transformation of Silence” (Lorde) 
“When Our Lips Speak Together” (Irigaray)

M 11/21
“Material Bodies,” WFM (pp. 136-160)
W 11/23
“Performative Acts and Gender Construction” (Butler)
M 11/28
TBA
W 11/30
TBA
M 12/5

“Conclusion,” WFM (pp. 161-172)
W 12/7
Final Paper review
Final Papers Due: Thursday, December 15th by 10am to my email (proctor3@msu.edu)
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